
Riihimäki – Home Town



Riihimäki’s history
� The completion of Helsinki-Hämeenlinna 

railway in 1862 and the opening of the 
Riihimäki-St. Petersburg line in 1870 impacted
on the creation of the town.

� 1919 Riihimäki became a substantial
community with its own council and the right to 
appoint officials and set up committees.

� The status of township 1922.
� Full town rights 1960.
� Riihimäki’s coat of arms was designed by

Arttu Brummer and officially ratified in 1947.



Riihimäki is situated…

� …in Southern Finland 
appr. 70 km from
Helsinki that takes less
than one hour by car and 
45 minutes by train.

� Numerous rail and road
connections available.

� Some travel distances
(distance from Riihimäki 
by road in time):
� Helsinki 50 min
� Hämeenlinna 25 min
� Hyvinkää 10 min
� Lahti 45 min
� Tampere 1 hour
� Turku 2 hrs



Riihimäki is part of…
� Häme region
� Hyvinkää-Riihimäki economic region

(Riihimäki, Hyvinkää, Hausjärvi and Loppi)



Riihimäki’s area

� Riihimäki’s total area is 126 km2, of 
which
� land area 121 km2

� water area 5 km2

� area covered by town plan 2,400 ha
� area covered by shore plan 232 ha
� owned by the town 2,028 ha



Riihimäki – Home Town
� Appr. 29 000 inhabitants.
� Short distances within the town, all services

close at hand.
� Efficient basic services, active business 

policy.
� A wide range of cultural, sports and other

leisure time activities.
� Numerous parks and recreation areas: 

space to enjoy nature.
� Riihimäki strategy:

”Riihimäki and its inhabitants form an active, 
secure and pleasant living environment and a 
developing urban centre.”



Population trend

� Population trend 1985-2010



Age distribution

� 0–6 years 8,2 %
� 7–18 years 13,9 %
� 19–64 years 61,6 %
� over 65 years 16,3 %



Local government and political
decision making

� Distribution of Town Council seats for 
the term 2009-2012:
� Social Democratic Party 12
� National Coalition Party 13
� Left Alliance 6
� Christian Democratic Party 5
� Green League of Finland  2
� Centre Party 4
� Total 43



Economy

21,3 M€Investments
34,5 M€Government transfers
100,1 M€Tax income
130 €– per inhabitant

10,2 M€Annual margin
150,1 M€Operating expenses
27,9 M€Operating income

� Figures from the final accounts of 2010



Taxation in 2011

0,80 %

0,40 %

1,10 %

19,75 %

Riihimäki Entire
country
(average)

0,99 %- other residential
properties

0,39 %- permanent
residential property

0,88 %- general real
estate tax

Property tax

19,18 %Municipal tax



Jobs and labour

� Employment in 2008
� residents working in Riihimäki: 7 041 
� residents working outside Riihimäki:

6 025
� residents of other municipalities working in 

Riihimäki:  4 799
� Job self-sufficiency rate 90.62 %
� Jobs by business sector:

� Services  73.1 %
� Processing  25.8 %
� Primary production  0.6
� Other  0.5 %



Riihimäki’s largest employers

� City of Riihimäki  
� Defence forces/ Riihimäki garrison
� Riihimäki prison
� Finnish Railways (VR) 
� Riihimäki District Health Authority
� Hospital District of Kanta-Häme
� Valio Oy  (dairy)
� Würth Oy (assembly materials)
� Sako Oy  (rifles and accessories)
� Ekokem Group  

(treatment of hazardous waste)
� Kumera Oy (power transmissions)



The city of Riihimäki
as an employer

� The city of Riihimäki employs appr. 
1500 people

� of these around 100 are in managerial
positions.

� The main components of the city’s personnel
policy are
� developing the personnel’s know-how and 

occupational skills
� developing better management practices and 

improving well-being at work
� ensuring competitive pay levels.

� The city of Riihimäki as an employer
emphasises the continuous development of 
work and working conditions in the form of 
various development projects.



Biggest companies

� Some of the biggest companies in 
Riihimäki are:



Services for residents
� Social services and health care

� The purpose of social services is to support and promote the 
independent livelihood, working capacity and social well-being of 
Riihimäki residents.

� Riihimäki District Health Authority is responsible for basic health
care services.

� Kanta-Häme Hospital District is responsible for specialised health
care.

� Children’s day care
� Riihimäki provides day care services in day care centres and group

day care centres. In addition there are appr. 80 childminders
working at home.

� The city pays a complementary Riihimäki supplement in addition to 
the home care allowance and also a complementary municipality
supplement in addition to the private day care allowance.

� Services for elderly persons
� Service forms for elderly persons are home help services, 

residential housing services and group housing units.
� Technical services

� Technical services’ most important tasks are to create conditions for 
community development, handle technical duties and improve 
housing conditions in the town.



Education
� The town provides

� 12 comprehensive schools
� two high schools (one for young people

and one for adults)
� an open college
� an institute of music
� an art institute for children and young

people.
� Vocational education:

� HAMK University of Applied Sciences / 
Riihimäki Unit

� Hyria Education (vocational education for 
young people and adults)

� The Environmental Institute of Finland 
(SYKLI)



Cultural activities
� Museums:

� Riihimäki Art Museum
� Finnish Glass Museum
� Hunting Museum of Finland
� Riihimäki Town Museum
� National Signals Museum
� National Workers’ Housing Museum

� Riihimäki Summer Concerts – annual
festival of chamber music

� Riihimäki Theatre
� Riihimäki Youth Theatre



Events in Riihimäki

� Fairs and other activities:
� Biannual International Sportsmen’s

Fair
� Riihimäki Day activities

(Sept. 11th)
� Riihimäki Rock, Beach Party and 

other annual rock festivals
� Riihimäki Easter – Riihimäki is 

Finland’s official Easter town
� Riihimäki rally



Riihimäki’s twin towns

� Twin town cooperation since 1940
� Twin towns:

� Karlskoga, Sweden, 1940
� Aalborg, Denmark, 1949
� Bad Segeberg, Germany, 1954
� Skedsmo, Norway, 1958
� Gus-Hrustalnyj, Russia, 1960
� Husavik, Island, 1966
� Szolnok, Hungary, 1969
� Olaine, Latvia, 1997
� Jonava, Lithuania, 1999
� La Granja de San Ildefonso, Spain, 

2001
� Suzhou, China, 2004


